
 

 

 
 

Mama Rides Shotgun: A Mace Bauer Mystery 

 

1. Mama Rides Shotgun is set on a week-long horseback ride. The author rode the Florida 

Cracker Trail as research. In what ways is this reflected in the book? Plot is usually 

paramount in a mystery novel. Given that, is an author’s first-hand experience of the 

setting necessary?  

 

2. Trey Bramble, the handsome son of the wealthy cattle rancher found murdered, is 

troubled, to say the least. Do the motives for his behavior seem believable? Have you 

ever known someone who can’t escape from the big shadow of a famous or powerful 

parent? 

 

3. Who was your favorite character in Mama Rides Shotgun, and why? Answer the same 

question for your least-favorite character. 

 

4. How would you sum up Mama’s personality if you only had three words to do it? How 

about Mace’s? Try the same exercise with Mace’s on-again-off-again love interest, 

Carlos Martinez. (Feel free to use the word “hot.’’) 

 

5. Did you know that cattle-ranching was an important part of Florida’s history and present-

day economy before you read Shotgun? What did you discover about the state that you 

didn’t know before you read the book? 

 

6. Both the rancher’s young widow, Wynonna, and Trey’s ex-fiance, Austin, are beautiful, 

spoiled women accustomed to getting their way. Do you think pretty girls get a bad rap in 

Mama Rides Shotgun?  

 

7. Do you see any of your own traits or characteristics reflected in any of the cast members 

of Mama Rides Shotgun? Which one? Is that a good thing or a bad thing? 

 

8. Mama occasionally quotes Bible verses to help her get a point across (and Mama has a 

LOT of points to get across!). Do you enjoy seeing Scripture in a mainstream mystery, or 

do you find it off-putting?  

 

9. When did you figure out “whodunnit’’ in the book? Were you satisfied with the 

outcome? What might the author have done differently to heighten suspense or cast more 

suspicion on innocent characters? 

 



10. Would you like to do a horseback ride across your state? Have you ever completed 

anything similarly challenging? Did the experience change you? If so, how?  

 


